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Steven Yu
Small Business Accelerator Program

At ACCESS, we are dedicated to
empowering individuals and

entrepreneurs in underserved
communities, assisting them in
overcoming financial obstacles.

Our approach includes providing
small loans, comprehensive

business training, and mentoring,
tailored to meet our clients at

their current stage. This support
helps them establish and grow
their dream business or career,
fostering economic upliftment

and greater opportunities within
their communities.

ABOUT ACCESS
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ACCESS creates economic
opportunities by removing

barriers to entrepreneurship
through financing, education,

and mentorship.
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OUR            PROGRAMSCORE
We facilitate affordable loans of up to

$10,000 using a character-based lending
model, taking into account an individual’s

financial need and situation, to help
emerging entrepreneurs secure the capital

they need to grow their businesses.

This free online business training and
coaching workshop series equips

newcomer women with the tools, skills,
and confidence they need to launch a

profitable business in Ontario and
achieve economic independence.

This free business training and
coaching program helps aspiring
entrepreneurs develop the skills,

knowledge, and confidence that are
needed to successfully launch their

business ideas.

This free program offers a combination
of interactive workshops and coaching
sessions, providing practical tools to
help solidify business plans and get

entrepreneurs ready to launch or grow
their businesses with confidence.

SMALL BUSINESS LOANS

WOMEN’S BUSINESS ACCELERATOR

SMALL BUSINESS ACCELERATOR

WOMEN’S BUSINESS LAUNCH
*Launched in December 2023*
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SMALL BUSINESS LOANS
BUSINESSES

      Clients are paying off a total of                         in Small Business Loans.19 $97,572.09

ETHNICITY

      Clients have paid off a total of                  
worth of Small Business Loans.
11 $70,627

18 - 29

30 - 45

46 - 55

55+

66.7%

Women Men Non-binary 

28.5% 4.8%

7Food &
Beverage

1Marketing

4 3 2

1 1

Community
Services

Sales Beauty
Services

Health and
Wellness Mechanics

Middle Eastern (ex. Arab,
Persian, Turkish etc.)

Caribbean (ex. Trinidadian,
Tobagonian, Barbadian, etc.)

Black (ex. African descent)

11.1%

27.8%

33.3%

White (European descent)22.2%

Indigenous5.6%
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SMALL BUSINESS LOANS

Canada5

CLIENT COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN

Jamaica4

Nigeria2

Bahamas 1

Guyana

India1

Rwanda

Ukraine1

England1

1

1

Toronto:
11

Outside the GTA:
3

Peel:
3

York:
2

CLIENTS LOCATION
BY REGION



          new women to Canada took the first step in their
entrepreneurial journey.

WOMEN’S BUSINESS ACCELERATOR
343

17.3%

18 - 29 30 - 45 46 - 55 55+

66.8% 19.4% 5.2%

ETHNICITY
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TOP BUSINESSES

Food & Beverage Beauty Services Fashion Design Jewelry Design

Interior Design
and Architecture

Newcomer
Support ServicesMarketing

CLIENTS LOCATION BY REGION

Halton:
 2.9%

Outside the GTA:
 18.7%

Peel:
12.4%

Toronto:
59.8%

York:
6.2%

Middle Eastern (ex. Arab,
Persian, Turkish etc.)

Caribbean (ex. Trinidadian,
Tobagonian, Barbadian, etc.)

South Asian (ex. Indian,
Pakistani, Sri Lankan, etc.)

Latino (ex. Latin American,
Hispanic descent)

Black (ex. African descent)

White (European descent)

Southeast Asian (ex. Filipino,
Vietnamese, Cambodian, Thai, etc.)

East Asian (ex. Chinese, Korean,
Japanese, Taiwanese, etc.)

15.4%

5.1%

22.1%

10.4%

23.3%

11%

4.5%

6.9%

Other1.2%
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WOMEN’S BUSINESS ACCELERATOR
CLIENT COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN

India15.3%
Nigeria
Pakistan

Eritrea
Ghana
Kazakhstan

Greece
Guatemala
Ivory Coast

China
Afghanistan
Iran
Ukraine
Brazil

Morocco
Peru

Taiwan 
Trinidad & Tobago
Argentina 

Australia

Japan
Lebanon

Lithuania
Moldova

Namibia
Nepal

Jamaica
Colombia

Mexico

Bangladesh
Chad
Chile
France

Serbia
South Korea
South Sudan
St. Vincent

Venezuela

Philippines
Sudan

Ethiopia1.9%

Sri Lanka
Azerbaijan
Syria
Barbados
Egypt
Russia
Zimbabwe
Albania

Cameroon
Bahamas

St. Lucia
Thailand
Turkey
Uganda
United States
Vietnam
Yemen

12.7%
6.0%
5.6%
4.9%
4.6%

4.1%
3.7%
3.0%
2.7%
2.7%
2.2%
2.2%
2.2%

1.9%
1.5%
1.5%
1.1%

1.1%
1.1%
1.1%

0.8%
0.8%
0.8%
0.8%
0.8%
0.8%
0.8%
0.8%

0.8%
0.8%
0.4%
0.4%
0.4%

0.4%
0.4%
0.4%
0.4%
0.4%

0.4%
0.4%
0.4%

0.4%
0.4%

0.4%

0.4%
0.4%
0.4%
0.4%
0.4%

0.4%
0.4%
0.4%
0.4%

0.4%
0.4%
0.4%



SMALL BUSINESS ACCELERATOR

                people took the first step in
achieving their entrepreneurial dreams.
223

ETHNICITY
TOP BUSINESSES

73%

Women Men Non-binary 

7.6%

18 - 29 30 - 45 46 - 55 55+

26.1% 0.9%

64.3% 18.9% 9.2%
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Food & Beverage Beauty Services Health & Wellness

E-commerce Fashion

CLIENTS LOCATION BY REGION

Toronto:
78.4%

Peel:
9.8%

York:
9.8%

Halton:
2%

Middle Eastern (ex. Arab,
Persian, Turkish etc.)

Caribbean (ex. Trinidadian,
Tobagonian, Barbadian, etc.)

South Asian (ex. Indian,
Pakistani, Sri Lankan, etc.)

Latino (ex. Latin American,
Hispanic descent)

Black (ex. African descent)

White (European descent)

Southeast Asian (ex. Filipino,
Vietnamese, Cambodian, Thai, etc.)

East Asian (ex. Chinese, Korean,
Japanese, Taiwanese, etc.)

11.8%

13.2%

12.5%

3.5%

36.1%

14.6%

3.5%

4.1%

Indigenous0.7%



SMALL BUSINESS ACCELERATOR
CLIENT COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN
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Canada

Nigeria

Jamaica

India

Iran

China

Philippines

Colombia

Guyana

Iraq

Ethiopia

Bangladesh

Kenya

Morocco

Somalia

St. Lucia

Bahamas

Vietnam

United Kingdom

Angola

Burundi

Chechnya

Cuba

Congo

Dominican Republic

Ghana

Liberia

Mexico

Russia

Pakistan

Slovakia

St. Vincent

Sudan

Trinidad & Tobago

United States

Venezuela

Yemen

39.5%

8.6%

6.8%

6.2%

5.6%

2.5%

2.5%

1.9%

1.9%

1.9%

1.2%

1.2%

1.2%

1.2%

1.2%

1.2%

1.2%

1.2%

1.2%

0.6%

0.6%

0.6%

0.6%

0.6%

0.6%

0.6%

0.6%

0.6%

0.6%

0.6%

0.6%

0.6%

0.6%

0.6%

0.6%

0.6%

0.6%



WOMEN’S BUSINESS LAUNCH
* Program launched December 2023.

        women at the launch stage of
their entrepreneurial journey joined
the Women’s Business Launch.

8

30 - 45:

46 - 55:

ETHNICITY

CLIENT COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN
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Canada2

Sri Lanka

Colombia1

Iran

Pakistan

St. Vincent

BUSINESSES

Food & BeverageMedical Aesthetics Fashion

Event Decoration Recruitment

2

1

1

1

2 2 1

1 1

Middle Eastern (ex. Arab,
Persian, Turkish etc.)

South Asian (ex. Indian,
Pakistani, Sri Lankan, etc.)

Latino (ex. Latin American,
Hispanic descent)

Black (ex. African descent)

25%

37.5%

12.5%

25%



      Clients have paid off a total of                     worth of FCR Loans.46 $513,547
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FOREIGN CREDENTIAL RECOGNITION LOANS
         Clients received a total of                           in FCR Loans.115 $1,260,300

* This program ran from 2018 -  2022.

ETHNICITY

47.8%

Women Men Non-binary 

51.3% 0.9%

10.4%

18 - 29 30 - 45 46 - 55 55+

71.3% 14.8% 3.5%

35 25 19 14

6 412

Medicine Dentistry Business Communications

Engineering LawOther

PROFESSIONS

Middle Eastern (ex. Arab,
Persian, Turkish etc.)

Caribbean (ex. Trinidadian,
Tobagonian, Barbadian, etc.)

South Asian (ex. Indian,
Pakistani, Sri Lankan, etc.)

Latino (ex. Latin American,
Hispanic descent)

Black (ex. African descent)

White (European descent)

Southeast Asian (ex. Filipino,
Vietnamese, Cambodian, Thai, etc.)

East Asian (ex. Chinese, Korean,
Japanese, Taiwanese, etc.)

31.9%

0.9%

26.7%

4.3%

21.6%

3.4%

9.5%

1.7%
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FOREIGN CREDENTIAL RECOGNITION LOANS
* This program ran from 2018 -  2022.

CLIENT COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN
India18.3%

Iran13.0%

Nigeria11.3%

Philippines9.6%

Pakistan7.8%

Iraq6.1%

Egypt4.4%

Brazil2.6%

Kenya

China

Ghana

Jordan

Palestine

Sri Lanka

Syria

Turkey

Afghanistan0.9%

Barbados

Colombia

Congo

Eritrea

Ivory Coast

Lithuania

Morocco

2.6%

1.7%

1.7%

1.7%

1.7%

1.7%

1.7%

1.7%

0.9%

0.9%

0.9%

0.9%

0.9%

0.9%

0.9%

Poland0.9%

Romania

Rwanda

Sudan

Uganda

Venezuela

0.9%

0.9%

0.9%

0.9%

0.9%

Toronto:
40%

Peel:
25.4%

Outside the GTA:
16.4%

York:
10%

CLIENTS LOCATION BY REGION

Halton:
8.2%



CLIENT STATISTICS:
POST ACCESS PROGRAM
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92% of clients reported the
ACCESS program they took
had a positive impact on
their well-being, reducing
the stress that comes with

starting a business
88% of Clients reported

an increase in their
business confidence 96% of Clients said that

the ACCESS program
increased their motivation
to continue their business

56% of Clients’ income has
increased since completing

an ACCESS program

84% of Clients said that
they are on the right path

to achieving what they
want from their business



VOLUNTEER 
RESOURCES

Leonard Dalipi
ACCESS Volunteer

Loan Review 
Committee Members

Facilitators
Mentors

102 58 78

TOP INDUSTRIES OUR
VOLUNTEERS REPRESENT:

Financial Services 47.1%
Business &

Entrepreneurship 21.4%
Education &

Social Services 11.4%
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Aparna Paidimarri
Women’s Business Accelerator Program 

We would like to thank and
acknowledge our new and
longstanding community

partners who support
ACCESS, making it possible

for us to achieve our mission.
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IMPACT
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www.accessccf.com

Charitable Registration No: 868066911RR0001

ACCESS Community Capital Fund

http://www.accessccf.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/access-community-capital-fund/
https://www.facebook.com/accessccf
https://www.instagram.com/accesscommunitycapitalfund/

